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Hamilton Report on Manufactures TEXT Part VII 
  

The great copiousness of the subject of this report has insensibly led to a more lengthy preliminary discussion, than 

was originally contemplated, or intended. It appeared proper to investigate principles, to consider objections, and to 

endeavour to establish the utility of the thing proposed to be encouraged, previous to a specification of the objects 

which might occur, as meriting or requiring encouragement, and of the measures which might be proper in respect to 

each. The first purpose having been fulfilled, it remains to pursue the second.  

 

In the selection of objects, five circumstances seem entitled to particular attention: The capacity of the country to 

furnish the raw material — the degree in which the nature of the manufacture admits of a substitute for manual 

labour in machinery — the facility of execution — the extensiveness of the uses to which the article can be applied 

— its subserviency to other interests, particularly the great one of national defence. There are, however, objects, to 

which these circumstances are little applicable, which, for some special reasons, may have a claim to 

encouragement.  

 

A designation of the principal raw material of which each manufacture is composed, will serve to introduce the 

remarks upon it. — As, in the first place,  

 

IRON.  

 

The manufactures of this article are entitled to pre-eminent rank. None are more essential in their kinds nor so 

extensive in their uses. They constitute, in whole or in part, the implements or the materials, or both, of almost every 

useful occupation. Their instrumentality is everywhere conspicuous.  

 

It is fortunate for the United States that they have peculiar advantages for deriving the full benefit of this most 

valuable material, and they have every motive to improve it with systematic care. It is to be found in various parts of 

the United States in great abundance, and of almost every quality; and fuel, the chief instrument in manufacturing it, 

is both cheap and plenty. — This particularly applies to charcoal; but there are productive coal mines already in 

operation, and Strong indications, that the material is to be found in abundance, in a variety of other places.  

 

The inquiries, to which the subject of this report has led, have been answered with proofs that manufactories of iron, 

though generally understood to be extensive, are far more so than is commonly supposed. The kinds in which the 

greatest progress has been -made, have been mentioned in another place, and need not be repeated; but there is little 

doubt that every other kind, with due cultivation, will rapidly succeed. It is worthy of remark, that several of the 

particular trades, of which it is the basis, are capable of being carried on without the aid of large capitals.  

 

Iron works have greatly increased in the United States, and are prosecuted with much more advantage than formerly. 

The average price, before the revolution, was about sixty-four dollars per ton; at present it is about eighty; a rise 

which is chiefly to be attributed to the increase of manufactures of the material.  

 

The still further extension and multiplication of such manufactures will have the double effect of promoting the 

extraction of the metal itself, and of converting it to a greater number of profitable purposes.,  

 

Those manufactures, too, unite in a greater degree than almost any others, the several requisites which have been 

mentioned as proper to be consulted in the selection of objects.  

 

The only further encouragement of manufactories of this article, the propriety of which may be considered as 

unquestionable, seems to be an increase of the duties on foreign rival commodities.  

 

Steel is a branch which has already made a considerable progress: and it is ascertained, that some new enterprises, 

on a more extensive scale, have been lately set on foot. The facility of carrying it to an extent, which will supply all 

internal demands, and furnish a considerable surplus for exportation, cannot be doubted. The duty upon the 

importation of this article, which is at present seventy-five cents per cwt. may, it is conceived, be safely and 

advantageously extended to 100 cents. It is desirable, by decisive arrangements, to second the efforts which are 

making in so very valuable a branch.  
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The United States already in a great measure supply themselves with nails and spikes. They are able, and ought 

certainly to do it entirely. The first and most laborious operation, in this manufacture, is performed by water-mills; 

and of the persons afterwards employed, a great proportion are boys, whose early habits of industry are of 

importance to the community, to the present support of their families, and to their own future comfort. It is not less 

curious than true that in certain parts of the country the making of nails is an occasional family manufacture.  

 

The expediency of an additional duty on these articles is indicated by an important fact. About 1,800,000 pounds of 

them were imported into the United States in the course of a year, ending the 30th of September, 1790. A duty of 

two cents per pound would, it is presumable, speedily put an end to so considerable an importation. And it is in 

every view proper that an end should be put to it.  

 

The manufacture of these articles, like that of some others, suffers from the carelessness and dishonesty of a part of 

those who carry it on. An inspection in certain cases might tend to correct the evil. It will deserve consideration 

whether a regulation of this sort cannot be applied, without inconvenience, to the exportation of the articles either to 

foreign countries, or from one state to another.  

 

The implements of husbandry are made in several states in great abundance. In many places it is done by the 

common blacksmiths. And there is no doubt that an ample supply for the whole country, can with great ease be 

procured among ourselves.  

 

Various kinds of edged tools for the use of mechanics are also made; and a considerable quantity of hollow wares; 

though the business of castings has not yet attained the perfection which might be wished. It is, however, improving; 

and as there are respectable capitals in good hands, embarked in the prosecution of those branches of iron 

manufactories, which are yet in their infancy, they may all be contemplated as objects not difficult to be acquired.  

 

To insure the end, it seems equally safe and prudent to extend the duty ad valorem upon all manufactures of iron, or 

of which iron is the article of chief value, to ten per cent.  

 

Fire arms and other military weapons may, it is conceived, be placed without inconvenience in the class of articles 

rated at fifteen per cent. There exist already manufactories of these articles, which only require the stimulus of a 

certain demand to render them adequate to the supply of the United States.  

 

It would also be a material aid to manufactures of this nature, as well as a mean of public security, if provision 

should be made for an annual purchase of military weapons, of home manufacture, to a certain determinate extent, in 

order to the formation of arsenals; and to replace, from time to time, such as should be withdrawn for use, so as 

always to have in store the quantity of each kind, which should be deemed a competent supply.  

 

But it may hereafter deserve legislative consideration, whether manufactories of all the necessary weapons of war 

ought not to be established on account of government itself. Such establishments are agreeable to the usual practice 

of nations, and that practice seems founded on sufficient reason.  

 

There appears to be an improvidence in leaving these essential instruments of national defence to the casual 

speculations of individual adventure; a resource which can less be relied upon, in this case, than in most others; the 

articles in question not being objects of ordinary and indispensable private consumption or use. As a general rule, 

manufactories on the immediate account of government, are to be avoided; but this seems to be one of the few 

exceptions which that rule admits, depending on very special reasons.  

 

Manufactures of steel, generally, or of which steel is the article of chief value, may with advantage be placed in the 

class of goods rated at seven and a half per cent. As manufactures of this kind have not yet made any considerable 

progress, it is a reason for not rating them as high as those of iron; but as this material is the basis of them, and as 

their extension is not less practicable than important, it is desirable to promote it by a somewhat higher duty than the 

present.  

 

A question arises, how far it might be expedient to permit the importation of iron in pigs and bars free from duty? It 

would certainly be favourable to manufacturers of the article; but the doubt is, whether it might not interfere with its 

production.  
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Two circumstances, however, abate, if they do not remove, apprehension, on this score; one is, the considerable 

increase of price, which has already been remarked, and which renders it probable that the free admission of foreign 

iron would not be inconsistent with an adequate profit to the proprietors of iron works; the other is, the augmentation 

of demand, which, would be likely to attend the increase of manufactures of the article, in consequence of the 

additional encouragement proposed to be given. But caution, nevertheless, in a matter of this kind, is most advisable. 

The measure suggested ought perhaps rather to be contemplated, subject to the lights of further experience, than 

immediately adopted.  

 

COPPER.  

 

The manufactures, of which this article is susceptible, are also of great extent and utility. Under this description, 

those of brass, of which it is the principal ingredient, are intended to be included.  

 

The material is a natural production of the country. Mines of copper have actually been wrought, and with profit to 

the undertakers, though it is not known that any are now in this condition. And nothing is easier than the 

introduction of it from other countries, on moderate terms, and in great plenty.  

 

Coppersmiths and brass founders, particularly the former, are numerous in the United States; some of whom carry 

on business to a respectable extent.  

 

To multiply and extend manufactories of the materials in question, is worthy of attention and effort. In order to do 

this it is desirable to facilitate a plentiful supply of the materials. And a proper mean to this end is to place them in 

the class of free articles. Copper in plates and brass is already in this predicament; but copper in pigs and bars is not; 

neither is lapis calaminaris, which, together with copper and charcoal, constitute the component ingredients of brass. 

The exemption from duty, by parity of reason, ought to embrace all such of these articles, as are objects of 

importation.  

 

An additional duty on brass wares will tend to the general end in view. These now stand at five per cent, while those 

of tin, pewter, and copper are rated at seven and a half. There appears to be a propriety in every view in placing 

brass ware upon the same level with them; and it merits consideration; whether the duty upon all of them ought not 

to be raised to ten per cent.  

 

LEAD.  

 

There are numerous proofs, that this material abounds in the United States, and requires little to unfold it to an 

extent more than equal to every domestic occasion. A prolific mine of it has long been open in the south-western 

parts of Virginia and, under a public administration, during the late war, yielded considerable supply for military 

use. This is now in the hands of individuals who not only carry it on with spirit but have established manufactories 

of it at Richmond, in the same state.  

 

The duties already laid upon the importation of this article either in its unmanufactured, or manufactured state, 

ensure it a decisive advantage in the home market— which amounts to considerable encouragement. If the duty on 

pewter wares should be raised, it would afford a further encouragement. Nothing else occurs as proper to be added.  

 

FOSSIL 

 

This, as an important instrument of manufactures, may, without impropriety, be mentioned among the subjects of 

this report. A copious supply of it would be of great consequence to the iron branch. As an article of household fuel, 

also, it is an interesting production, the utility of which must increase in proportion to the decrease of wood, by the 

progress of settlement and cultivation. And its importance to navigation, as an immense article of transportation 

coastwise, is signally exemplified in Great Britain.  

 

It is known that there are several coal mines in Virginia, now worked, and appearances of their existence are familiar 

in a number of places.  
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The expediency of a bounty on all this species of coal of home production, and of premiums on the opening of new 

mines, under certain qualifications, appears to be worthy of particular examination. The great importance of the 

article will amply justify a reasonable expense m this way, if it shall appear to be necessary to, and shall be thought 

likely to answer, the end.  

 

WOOD.  

 

Several manufactures of this article flourish in the United States. Ships are nowhere built in greater perfection and 

cabinet wares, generally, are made little if at all inferior to those of Europe. Their extent is such as to have admitted 

of considerable exportation.  

 

An exemption from duty of the several kinds of wood ordinarily used in these manufactures, seems to be all that is 

requisite by way of encouragement. It is recommended by the consideration of a similar policy being pursued in 

other countries, and by the expediency of giving equal advantages to our own workmen in wood. The abundance of 

timber, proper for ship building in the United States, does not appear to be any objection to it. The increasing 

scarcity and growing importance of that article in the European countries, admonish the United States to commence 

and systematically to pursue, measures for the preservation of their stock. Whatever may promote the regular 

establishment of magazines of ship timber, is in various views desirable.  

 

SKINS.  

 

There are scarcely any manufactories of greater importance, than of this article. Their direct and very happy 

influence upon agriculture, by promoting the raising of cattle of different kinds, is a very material recommendation.  

 

It is pleasing, too, to observe the extensive progress they have made in their principal branches; which are so far 

matured as almost to defy foreign competition. Tanneries in particular are not only carried on as a regular business, 

in numerous instances and in various parts of the country; but they constitute in some places a valuable item of 

incidental family manufactures.  

 

Representations, however, have been made, importing the expediency of further encouragement to the leather 

branch in two ways; one by increasing the duty on the manufacture of it, which are imported; the other by 

prohibiting the exportation of bark. In support of the latter it is alleged, that the price of bark, chiefly in consequence 

of large exportation has arisen within a few years from about three dollars to four dollars and a half per cord.  

 

These suggestions are submitted rather as intimations, which merit consideration, than as matters, the propriety of 

which is manifest. It is not clear that an increase of duty is necessary; and in regard to the prohibition desired, there 

is no evidence of any considerable exportation hitherto; and it is most probable, that whatever augmentation of price 

may have taken place, is to be attributed to an extension of the home demand from the increase of manufactures, and 

to a decrease of the supply in consequence of the progress of settlement, rather than to the quantities which have 

been exported.  

 

It is mentioned however, as an additional reason for the prohibition, that one species of the bark usually exported, is 

in some sort peculiar to the country, and the material of a very valuable dye, of great use in some other 

manufactures, in which the United States have begun a competition.  

 

There may also be this argument in favour of an increase of duty. The object is of importance enough to claim 

decisive encouragement, and the progress which has been made, leaves. no room to apprehend any inconvenience on 

the score of supply from such an increase.  

 

It would be of benefit to this branch, if glue, which is now rated at five per cent, were made the object of an 

excluding duty. It is already made in large quantities at various tanneries; and, like paper, is an entire economy of 

materials, which if not manufactured, would be left to perish. It may be placed with advantage in the class of articles 

paying fifteen per cent.  

 

GRAIN.  
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Manufactures of the several species of this article have a title to peculiar favour, not only because they are most of 

them immediately connected with the subsistence of the citizens, but because they enlarge the demand for the most 

precious products of the soil.  

 

Though flour may with propriety be noticed as a manufacture of grain, it were useless to do it, but for the purpose of 

submitting the expediency of a general system of inspection, throughout the ports of the United States; which, if 

established upon proper principles, would be likely to improve the quality of our flour everywhere, and to raise its 

reputation in foreign markets. There are, however, considerations which stand in the way of such an arrangement.  

 

Ardent spirits and malt liquors are, next to flour the two principal manufactures of grain. The first, has made a very 

extensive, the last a considerable progress in the United States. In respect to both, an exclusive possession of the 

home market ought have secured to the domestic manufacturers, as fast as circumstances will admit. Nothing is 

more practicable, and nothing more desirable.  

 

The existing laws of the United States have done much towards attaining this valuable object. But some additions to 

the present duties, on foreign distilled spirits, and foreign malt liquors, and perhaps an abatement of those on home-

made spirits, would more effectually secure it; and there does not occur anywhere weighty objection to either.  

 

An augmentation of the duties on imported spirits would favour, as well the distillation of spirits from molasses, as 

that from grain. And to secure to the nation the benefit of a manufacture, even of foreign materials, is always of 

great, though perhaps of secondary importance.  

 

A strong impression prevails in the minds of those concerned in distilleries, (including, too, the most candid and 

enlightened) that greatest differences in the rates of duty on foreign and domestic spirits are necessary, completely to 

secure the successful manufacture of the latter; and there are facts which entitle this impression to attention.  

 

It is known, that the price of molasses for some years past, has been successively rising in the West India markets, 

owing partly to a competition which did not formerly exist, and partly to an extension of demand in this country; and 

it is evident, that the late disturbances in those islands, from which we draw our principal supply, must so far 

interfere with the production of the article, as to occasion a material enhancement of price. The destruction and 

devastation attendant on the insurrection In Hispaniola, in particular, must not only contribute very much to that 

effect, but may be expected to give it some duration. These circumstances, and the duty of three cents per gallon on 

molasses, may render it difficult for the distillers of that material to maintain, with adequate profit, a competition 

with the rum brought from the West Indies, the quality of which is, so considerably superior.  

 

The consumption of Geneva, or gin, in this country, is extensive. It is not long since distilleries of it have grown up 

among us to any importance. They are now becoming of consequence; but being still in their infancy, they require 

protection.  

 

It is represented, that the price of some of the materials is greater here, than in Holland, from which place large 

quantities are brought- the price of labour considerably greater — the capitals engaged in the business there much 

larger, than those which are employed here — the rate of profits, at which the undertakers can afford to carry it on, 

much less--the prejudices, in favour of imported gin, strong, These circumstances are alleged to outweigh the 

charges, which attend the bringing of the article from Europe to the United States, and the present difference of duty, 

so as to obstruct the prosecution of the manufacture, with due advantage.  

 

Experiment could perhaps alone decide with certainty the justness of the suggestions, which are about in relation to 

branches of manufacture so important, it would seem inexpedient to hazard an unfavourable issue, and better to err 

on the side of too great, than of too small a difference in the particular in question,  

 

It is therefore submitted, that an addition of two cents per gallon be made to the duty on imported spirits of the first 

class of proof, with a proportionable increase in those of higher proof; and that a deduction of one cent per gallon be 

made from the duty on spirits distilled within the United States, beginning with the first class of proof, and a 

proportionable deduction from the duty of those of higher proof.  
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It is ascertained, that by far the greatest part of the malt liquors consumed in the United States are the produce of 

domestic breweries. It is desirable, and in all likelihood, desirable, that the whole consumption should be supplied 

by ourselves.  

 

The malt liquors, made at home, though inferior to the best, are equal to a great part of those which have been 

usually imported. The progress already made is an earnest of what may be accomplished. The growing competition 

is an assurance of improvement. This will be accelerated by measures, tending to invite a greater capital into this 

channel of employment. 

 

To render the encouragement of domestic breweries decisive, it may be advisable to substitute to the present rates of 

duty, eight cent per gallon generally; and it will deserve to be considered as a guard against evasions, whether there 

ought not to be a prohibition of their importation, except in casks of considerable capacity. It is to be hoped that such 

a duty would banish from the market foreign malt liquors of inferior quality and that the best kind only would 

continue to be imported till it should be supplanted by the efforts of equal skill or care at home.  

 

Till that period, the importation so qualified, would be an useful stimulus to improvement; and in the meantime, the 

payment of the increased price, for the enjoyment of a luxury, in order to the encouragement of a most useful branch 

of domestic industry, could not reasonably be deemed a hardship.  

 

As a further aid to manufactures of grain, though upon a .smaller scale, the articles of starch hair powder, and 

wafers, may, with great propriety, be placed among those which are rated at fifteen per cent. No manufactures are 

more simple, nor more completely within the reach of a full supply, from domestic sources; and it is a policy, as, 

common as it is obvious, to make them the objects either of prohibitory duties, or of express prohibition.  

 

FLAX AND HEMP,  

 

Manufactures of these articles have so much affinity to each; other, and they are so often blended, that they may 

with advantage be considered in conjunction. The importance of the linen branch to agriculture— its precious effects 

upon household industry, the ease with which the materials can be produced at home, to any requisite extent— the 

great advances, which have been already made, in the coarser fabrics of them, especially in the family way, 

constitute claims of peculiar force to the patronage of government.  

 

This patronage may be afforded in various ways; by promoting the growth of the materials; by increasing the 

impediments to an advantageous competition of the rival foreign articles; by direct bounties or premiums upon the 

home manufacture.  

 

First, as to promoting the growth of the materials.  

 

In respect to hemp, something has been already done by the high duty upon foreign hemp. If the facilities for 

domestic production were not unusually great, the policy of the duty, on the foreign raw material, would be highly 

questionable, as interfering with the growth of manufactures of it. But making the proper allowances for those 

facilities, and with an eye to the future and natural progress of the country, the measure does not appear, upon the 

whole, exceptionable.  

 

A strong wish naturally suggests itself, that some method could be devised of affording a more direct 

encouragement to the growth both of flax and hemp; such as would be effectual, and at the same time not attended 

with too great inconveniences. To this end, bounties and premiums offer themselves to consideration; but no 

modification of them has yet occurred, which would not either hazard too much expense, or operate unequally in 

reference to the circumstances of different parts of the Union; and which would not be attended with very great 

difficulties in the execution.  

 

Secondly, as to increasing the impediments to an advantageous competition of rival foreign articles.  

 

To this purpose, an augmentation of the duties on importation is the obvious expedient; which, in regard to certain 

articles, appears Jo be recommended by sufficient reasons.  
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The principal of these articles is sail-cloth; one intimately connected with navigation and defence; and of which a 

flourishing manufactory is established at Boston, and very promising ones at several other places.  

 

It is presumed to be both safe and advisable to place this in the class of articles rated at 10 per cent. A strong reason 

for it results from the consideration that a bounty of two pence sterling per ell is allowed in Great Britain, upon the 

exportation of the sail-cloth manufactured in that kingdom.  

 

It would likewise appear to be good policy to raise the duty to seven and a half per cent, on the following articles: 

Drillings, osnaburghs, ticklenburghs, dowlas, canvass, brown rolls, bagging, and upon all other linens, the first cost 

of which at the place of exportation does not exceed 5 cents per yard. A bounty of 12 per cent upon an average, on 

the exportation of such or similar linens from Great Britain encourages the manufacture of them in that country, and 

increases the obstacles to a successful competition: in the countries to which they are sent.  

 

The quantities of tow and other household linens manufactured in different parts of the United States, and the 

expectations, which are derived from some late experiments, of being able to extend the use of labour-saving 

machines, in the coarser fabrics of linen, obviate the danger of inconvenience, from an increase of the duty upon 

such articles, and authorize a hope of speedy and complete success to the endeavours, which may be used for 

procuring an internal supply.  

 

Thirdly. As to direct bounties or premiums upon the manufactured articles.  

 

To afford more effectual encouragement to the manufacture, and at the same time to promote the cheapness of the 

article, for the benefit of navigation, it will be of great use to allow a bounty of two cents per yard on all sail-cloth 

which is made in the United States, from materials of their own growth. This would also assist the culture of those 

materials. An encouragement of this kind, if adopted, ought to be established for a moderate term of years, to invite 

to new undertakings, and to an extension of the old. This is an article of importance enough to warrant the 

employment of extraordinary means in its favour. 

 

COTTON.  

There is something in the texture of this material, which adapts it in a peculiar degree to the application of machines.  

The signal utility of the mill for spinning of cotton, not long since invented in England, has been noticed in another 

place; but there are other machines scarcely inferior in utility, which 1 in the different manufactories of this article, 

are employed either exclusively, or with more than ordinary effect. This very important circumstance recommends 

the fabrics of cotton, in a more particular manner to a country in which a defect of hands constitutes the greatest 

obstacle to success.  

 

The variety and extent of the uses to which the manufactures of this article are applicable, is another powerful 

argument in their favour.  

 

And the faculty of the United States to produce the raw material in abundance, and of a quality, which, though 

alleged to be inferior to some that is produced in other quarters, is nevertheless capable of being used with 

advantage in many fabrics, and is probably susceptible of being carried by a mort experienced culture, to such 

greater perfection, suggests an additional and a very cogent inducement to the vigorous pursuit of the cotton branch, 

in its several subdivisions.  

 

How much has been already done, bars been stated in a preceding part of this report.  

 

In addition to this, it may be announced, that a society is forming with a capital which is expected to be extended to 

at least half a million of dollars; on behalf of which, measures are already in train for prosecuting, on a large scale, 

the making and printing of cotton goods.  

 

These circumstances conspire to indicate the expediency of removing any obstructions which may happen to exist, 

to the advantageous prosecution of the manufactories in question, and of adding such encouragements as may appear 

necessary and proper.  
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The present duty of three cents per lb. on the foreign material is undoubtedly a very serious impediment to the 

progress of those manufactures.  

 

The injurious tendency of similar duties either prior to the establishment or in the infancy of the domestic 

manufacture' of the article, as it regards the manufacture, and their worse than inutility, in relation to the home 

production of the material itself, have been anticipated, particularly in discussing the subject of pecuniary bounties.  

 

Cotton has not the same pretensions, with hemp, to format exception to the general rule.  

 

Not being like hemp, an universal production of the country, it affords less assurance of an adequate internal supply; 

But the chief objection arises from the doubts, which are entertained concerning the quality of the national cotton. It 

is alleged that the fibre of it is considerably shorter and weaker than that of some other places: and it has been 

observed, as a general rule, that the nearer the place of growth to the quoata of the better the quality of the cotton. 

That which comes from Cayenne, Surinam, and Demerara is said to be preferable, even at a material difference of 

pricey to the cotton of the' islands.  

 

While a hope may reasonably be indulged that with due care and attention the national cotton may be made to 

approach nearer than it now does, to that of regions somewhat more favoured by climate, and while facts authorise 

an opinion, that very great use may be made of it, and that it is a resource which gives greater security to the cotton 

fabrics of this country, than can be enjoyed by any which depends wholly on external supply, it will certainly be 

wise, in every view, to let our infant manufactures have the full benefit of the best materials on the cheapest terms. It 

is obvious that the necessity of having such materials is proportioned to the unskilfulness and inexperience of the 

workmen employed, who, if inexpert, will not fail to commit great waste, where the materials they are to work with 

are of an indifferent kind.\  

 

To secure to the national manufacturers so essential an advantage, a repeal of the present duty on imported cotton is' 

indispensable.  

 

A substitute for this, far more encouraging to domestic production, will be to grant a bounty on the national cotton, 

when wrought at a home manufactory; to which a bounty on the exportation of it may be added. Either or both 

would do much more towards promoting the growth of the article, than the merely nominal encouragement, which it 

is proposed to abolish. The first would also have a direct influence in encouraging the manufacture.  

 

The bounty, which has been mentioned as existing in Great Britain, upon the exportation of coarse linens, not 

exceeding a certain value, applies also to certain descriptions of cotton goods of similar value.  

 

This furnishes an additional argument for allowing to the national manufacturers the species of encouragement just 

suggested, and indeed for adding some other aid.  

 

One cent per yard, not less than of a given width, on all goods of cotton, or of cotton and linen mixed, which are 

manufactured in the United States, with the addition of one cent per lb. weight of the material, if made of national 

cotton, would amount to an aid of considerable importance, both to the production and to the manufacture of that 

valuable article. And it is conceived that the expense would be well justified by the magnitude of the object.  

 

The printing and staining of cotton goods is known to be a distinct business from the fabrication of them. It is one 

easily accomplished; and which, as it adds materially to the value of the article in its white state, and prepares it for a 

variety of new uses, is of importance to be promoted.  

 

As imported cottons, equally with those which are made at home, may be the objects of this manufacture, it will 

merit consideration, whether the whole, or a part of the duty, on the white goods, ought not to be allowed to be 

drawn back in favour of those who print or stain them. This measure would certainly operate as a powerful 

encouragement to the business; and though it may in a degree counteract the original fabrication of the articles, it 

would probably more than compensate for this disadvantage, in the rapid growth of a collateral branch, which is of a 

nature sooner to attain to maturity.  
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When a sufficient progress shall have been made, the drawback may be abrogated, and by that time the domestic 

supply of the articles to be printed or stained, will have been extended.  

 

If the duty of seven and a half per cent, on certain kinds of cotton goods were extended to all goods of cotton, or of 

which it is the principal material, it would probably more than counterbalance the effect of the drawback proposed, 

in relation to the fabrication of the article. And no material objection occurs to such an extension. The duty, then, 

considering all the circumstances which attend goods of this description, could not be deemed inconveniently high; 

and it may be inferred from various causes, that the prices of them would still continue moderate.  

 

Manufactories of cotton goods, not long since established at Beverly, in Massachusetts, and at Providence, in the 

state of Rhode Island, and conducted with a perseverance corresponding with the patriotic motives which began 

them, seem to have overcome the first obstacles to success; producing corduroys, velverets, fustians, jeans, and other 

similar articles, of a quality, which will bear a comparison with the like articles brought from Manchester. The one 

at Providence has the merit of being the first in introducing into the United States the celebrated cotton mill; which 

not only furnishes materials for that manufactory itself, but for the supply of private families for household 

manufacture.  

 

Other manufactories of the same material, as regular businesses, have also been begun at different places in the state 

of Connecticut, but all upon a smaller scale, than those above mentioned. Some essays are also making in the 

printing and staining of cotton goods. There are several small establishments of this kind already on foot.  

 

WOOL.  

 

In a country, the climate of which partakes of so considerable a proportion of winter, as that of a great part of the 

United States, the woollen branch cannot be regarded as inferior to any, which relates to the clothing of the 

inhabitants.  

 

Household manufactures of this material are carried on, in different parts of the United States, to a very interesting 

extent; but there is only one branch, which as a regular business can be said to have acquired maturity. This is the 

making of hats.  

 

Hats of wool, and of wool mixed with fur, are made in large quantities, in different states; and nothing seems 

wanting, but an adequate supply of materials, to render the manufacture commensurate with the demand.  

 

A promising essay towards the fabrication of cloths, kersey meres and other woollen goods is likewise going on at 

Hartford, in Connecticut. Specimens of the different kinds which are made in the possession of the Secretary, evince 

that these fabrics have attained a very considerable degree of perfection. Their quality certainly surpass anything that 

could have been looked for, in so short a time, and under bo great disadvantages; and conspires with the scantiness 

of the means, which have been at the command of the directors, to form the eulogium of that public spirit, 

perseverance, and judgment, which have been able to accomplish so much.  

 

To cherish and bring to maturity, this precious embryo, must engage the most ardent wishes, and proportionable 

regret, as far as the means of doing it may appear difficult or uncertain.  

 

Measures which should tend to promote an abundant supply of wool, of good quality, would probably afford the 

most efficacious aid that present circumstances permit.  

 

To encourage the raising and improving the breed of sheep, at home, would certainly be the most desirable 

expedient for that purpose, but it may not be alone sufficient, especially as it is yet a problem, whether our wool be 

capable of such a degree of improvement as to render it fit for the finer fabrics.  

 

Premiums would probably be found the best means of promoting the domestic, and bounties the foreign supply. The 

first may be within the compass of the institution hereafter to be submitted. The last would require a specific 

legislative provision. If any bounties are granted, they ought, of course, to be adjusted with an eye to quality as well 

as quantity.  
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A fund for this purpose may be derived from the addition of 24 per cent, to the present rate of duty on carpets and 

carpeting; an increase, to which the nature of the article suggests no objection, and which may at the same time 

furnish a motive the more to the fabrication of them at home; towards which some beginnings have been made.  

 

SILK.  

 

The production of this article is attended with great facility in most parts of the United States. Some pleasing essays 

are making in Connecticut, as well towards that, as towards the manufacture of what is produced. Stockings, 

handkerchiefs, ribbons, and buttons, are made, though as yet but in small quantities.  

 

A manufactory of lace, upon a scale not very extensive, has been long memorable at Ipswich, in the state of 

Massachusetts.  

 

An exemption of the material from the duty, which it now pays on importation, and premiums upon the production, 

to be dispensed under the direction of the institution before alluded to, seem to be the only species of encouragement 

advisable at so early a stage of the thing.  

 

GLASS.  

 

The materials for mating glass are found everywhere. In the United States there is no deficiency of them. The sands 

and stones called Tarso, which include flinty and crystaline substances generally, and the salts of various plants, 

particularly of the sea-weed, kali or kelp, constitute the essential ingredients. An extraordinary abundance of fuel is 

a particular advantage enjoyed by this country for such manufactures. They, however, require large capitals, and 

involve much manual labour.  

 

Different manufactories of glass are now on foot in the United States. The present duty of twelve and a half per cent, 

on all imported articles of glass, amounts to a considerable encouragement to those manufactories. If anything in 

addition is judged eligible, the most proper would appear to be a direct bounty on window glass and black bottles  

 

The first recommends itself as an object of general convenience; the last adds to that character, the circumstance of 

being an important item in breweries. A complaint is made of great deficiency in this respect.  

 

GUNPOWDER.  

 

No small progress has been of late made in the manufacture of this very important article. It may, indeed, be 

considered as already established; but its high importance renders its further extension very desirable.  

 

The encouragements which it already enjoys, are a duty of ten per cent, on the foreign rival article, and an 

exemption of saltpetre, one of the principal ingredients of which it is composed, from duty. A like exemption of 

sulphur, another chief ingredient, would appear to be equally proper. No quantity of this article has yet been 

produced from internal sources. The use made of it in finishing the bottoms of ships, is an additional inducement to 

placing it in the class of free goods. Regulations for the careful inspection of the article would have a favourable 

tendencv.  

 

PAPER.  

 

Manufactories of paper are among those which are arrived at the greatest maturity in the United States, and are most 

adequate to national supply. That of paper hangings is a branch, in which respectable progress has been made.  

 

Nothing material seems wanting to the further success of this valuable branch, which is already protected by a 

competent duty on similar imported articles.  

 

In the enumeration of the several kinds, made subject to that duty, sheathing and cartridge paper have been omitted. 

These, being the most simple manufactures of the sort, and necessary to military supply, as well as ship-building, 

recommend themselves equally with those of other descriptions, to encourage merit, and appear to be as fully within 

the compass of domestic exertions.  
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PRINTED BOOKS.  

 

The great number of presses disseminated throughout the Union, seem to afford an assurance, that there is no need 

of being indebted to foreign countries for the printing of the books which are used in the United States. A duty of ten 

per cent, instead of five, which is now charged upon the article, would have a tendency to aid the business internally.  

 

It occurs, as an objection to this, that it may have an unfavourable aspect towards literature, by raising the prices of 

books in universal use, in private families, schools, and other seminaries of learning. But the difference, it is 

conceived, would be without effect.  

 

As to books which usually are in the libraries of the wealthier classes and of professional men, such an augmentation 

of prices, as might be occasioned by an additional duty of five per cent, would be too little felt to be an impediment 

to the acquisition.  

 

And with regard to books which may be specially imported for the use of particular seminaries of learning, and of 

public libraries, a total exemption from duty would be advisable, which would go towards obviating the objection 

just mentioned. They are now subject to a duty of five per cent.  

 

As to the books in most general family use, the constancy and universality of the demand would ensure exertions to 

furnish them at home, and the means are completely adequate. It may also be expected ultimately, in this as in other 

cases, that the extension of the domestic manufacture would conduce to the cheapness of the article.  

 

It ought not to pass unremarked, that to encourage the printing of books is to encourage the manufacture of paper.  

 

REFINED SUGARS AND CHOCOLATE  

 

Are among the number of extensive and prosperous domestic manufactures.  

 

Drawbacks of the duties upon the materials of which they are respectively made, in cases of exportation, would have 

a beneficial influence upon the manufacture, and would conform to a precedent, which has been already furnished, 

in the instance of molasses, on the exportation of distilled spirits.  

 

Cocoa, the raw material, now pays a duty of one cent per pound, while chocolate, which is a prevailing and very 

simple manufacture, is comprised in the mass of articles rated at no more than five per cent.  

 

There would appear to be a propriety in encouraging the manufacture by a somewhat higher duty on its foreign rival, 

than is paid on the raw material. Two cents per lb. on imported chocolate would, it presumed, be without 

inconvenience. 

  




