
Virginia Resolves 1765 TEXT 

 

Whereas the honorable House of Commons in England have late drawn into question how far the general assembly 

of this colony has power to enact laws for laying taxes and imposing duties payable to the pope of this his majesty's 

most ancient colony — For settling and ascertaining the same to all future times, the House of Burgesses of this 

present general assembly have come to the several following resolutions: 

 

[Four Resolves were passed] 

 

Resolved, That the first adventurers and settlers of this his majesty's colony and dominion of Virginia brought with 

them and transmitted to their posterity and all others, his majesty's subjects since inhabiting in this is majesty's 

colony, all the privileges and immunities that have at any time been held, enjoyed, and possessed by the people of 

Great Britain. 

 

Resolved, That by the two royal charters granted by King James the First, the colonists aforesaid are declared 

entitled to all privileges of faithful, liege, and natural born subjects, to all intents and purposes, as if they had been 

abiding and born within the realm of England. 

 

Resolved, That his majesty's liege people of this his most ancient colony have enjoyed the right being thus governed 

by their own assembly, in the article of taxes and internal police; and that the same have never been forfeited or any 

other way yielded up, but have been constantly recognized by the kind and people of Great Britain. 

 

Resolved therefore, That the general assembly of the colony, together with his majesty or his substitute have in their 

representative capacity the only exclusive right and power to levy taxes and impositions on the inhabitants of this 

colony and that every attempt to vest such a power in any person or persons whatsoever other than the general 

assembly aforesaid is illegal, unconstitutional, and unjust, and ahs a manifest tendency to destroy British, as well as 

American freedom. 

 

[Two Resolves were not passed] 

 

Resolved, That his majesty's liege people, the inhabitants of this colony, are not bound to yield obedience to any law 

or ordinance whatsoever designed to impose any taxation whatsoever upon them, other than the laws and ordinances 

of the general assembly aforesaid. 

 

Resolved, That any person who shall by speaking or writing maintain that any person or persons other than the 

general assembly of this colony have any right or power to impose or lay any taxation whatsoever on the people here 

shall be deemed an enemy to this his majesty's colony. 
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